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The chief vurvose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flring personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connectec with aviation. 
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THE FLYING LABCRATORY 
By A.M. Jacoos 


Sometime ago the Army Air Corvs vurchased three C-2s (Fokker tri-motor cargo 
monoplanes). One of these was made famous by the Maitland-Hegenberger flight 
and is at present in Hawaii. The second is being used by the War Department in 
Washington, and the third is at Wright Field, Dayton, Chio, having becn recent- 
ly fitted up as a "flying laboratory" for the testing of radio, instruments, 
night flying, and other equipment. Because of the roominess of the cabin and 
the increased s»fcty offercd by the three engines, this plane is peculiarly 
fitted for this work, for it is hoped with it to try out the different types of 
avigational equipment under ail conditions, making flights over rough country, 
at night and in storm in order to gather as compiete data as possible and learn 
thoroughly the limitations and possibilities of each type. The ultimate hope 
is, of ccurse, tart eviotors! pot of gold at the end of the rainbow - the devel- 
opment of equipment by which airplanes can fly safely irrespective of weather 
conditions or lendmarks. 

The pilot's instrument board in the C-2 shows the latest types of verti- 
cal instruments, also check instruments of the round-dial type. The most ad- 
vanced iyperaf magnetic compass, the B-5, is instelled. An aperiodic compass, 
that is, one which is so demoed that it does not require the regular nine sec- 
ond vericd in which to come to rest upon being swung from normal position, is 
also installed. The earth inductor coupass has its place. 

The main portion of tne cebin is given over to racio installations. First, 
just to the rear of the pilot's ccckpit is installed an SCR-155 interphone and 
an SOR-134 transiritting and receiving set, the stendard types used for all 
sending and receiving purp%ses during flight, including the reception ef radio 
beacon signals. To the rear of these sets is a long shelving, upon which ex- 
perimental, or "breadboard" modeis are set up. Here are two model transmitters 
waich utilize short wavee from 75 to 100 meters. When perfected these will be 
lighter in weisht. and have a mech greater range than the present standard 
SCR-134 set. 

Three types of power input for radio sets are installed in this plane for 
test purposcs. The wind driven generator, on the left, furnishes filament and 
plate supoly for the radio sets. Ancther system, consisting of two storage 
batteries and two dynemotors, cone large and one small, for operating the various 
transmitters are placed under the shelving in the cabin. Thohbbattcrics are kept 
charged by a standard le-volt generator located on the left engine. The battery 
that is charging is used for transmitting; the one off «charge is used for re~ 
ceiving, and the operator may switch from one to the other at will. The third 
method utilizes a two voltage generator, installed on the right engine, which 
furnishes plate and filament current direct to the radio transmitters. If suc- 
cessful, this method will eliminate the necessity for battery and dynamotor, as 
used in the present standard SCR-134 set, which will make for one- third re- 
duction in weicht and much greater simplicity of installation. 

The most interesting item on the "breadboard", perhans, is the experimental 
telmechanical system which is to be used for the transmission ana recoption of 
code messages. What, from apoeareance, might be an automatic telephone dial, 
using the same figures, O te 9, employed by the telephone, confronts she over- 
ator with a message to send. Before him would be a code boox with messages 
numbered 1 to 99, inclusive. On the instrument he would dial the numoer of 
message he desired to send. On the wall above is a cemall boxlike apparatus, 
with two columns of figures, each column numbering from 0 to 9. as he dials, 
the number of his message is lighted on the little box above, so ‘hat he may 
see that he has dialed correctly. This message way be picked up ‘ty a ground 
station or another flying plane. It would have meaning, of course, only to 


i) 
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those in possession of the cede. In the recentirn of a message, a certain 
number or numbers would be lighted on the box, which by referring to his code 
- book, he would immedietely interpret. This system combines the advantage of 
code transmission and radio telephone transmission of signals, since it is as 
easily learned and operated as a telephone and has the distance penetration 
qualities of code transmission. 

A capacity altimeter is under construction and will soon be added to the 
equipment now being tested in the flying laboratory. It is expected that some 
such instrument will supply the aid no so sorely needed for safe flying and 
landing in fog. F 

Due to the spaciousness of the.cabin of the C-2, almost any work may be 
carried on here that would be done in connection with the same equipment in a 
“ground laboratory. Minor repairs may be made in the air, circuits changed, 
delicate measurements taken and other important test work carried on. Antenna 
measurements are contemplated in order to ascertain the most advantageous reel 
lengths for the various kinds of receiving and transmitting sets used in flight. 

To the rear of the main cabin is an enclosed cabin where avigation tests 
will be performed with the sextant and drift indicator. An opening in the 
ceiling, through which the avigator may thrust head anc shoulders, permits a 
full observation cf the heavens and downward past the tail of the plane. Ex- 
perimentation in the comparative value of different sound proofing materials 
will also be carried out here, this cabin being lined with different qualities 
and typcs from time to time. 

Considering the efficiency of the plane and personnel engaged in this work, 
and the type of equipment under study, some very interesting results should be 
achieved. 

---000--- 


ADVANCED FLYING STUDENTS PRACTICE BOMBING AT GALVESTON 

The Bombing Section of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
in command cf Lieut. John W. Monahan, Air Corps, conducted its training, January 
8th to 14th, from hird Attack Group airlrome as a base, tombing a sunken 
wreck several mile t oe Galveston. The bombing section consisted of five 
instructors, nine ag cadets and twenty-five enlisted men. The equipment 
consisted of six Martin Eombers and two DH planes. Results of the practice 
were extreme " satisfactcry from all standpoints. 

On January 12th Brigadier-General Frank P. Lehm, U.S.A., Commanding Generai 
of the Air bleu Training Center, arrived by air, accompanied by his pilot, 
Captain McDaniel. General Lahm spent the day inspecting the bombing section 
and was entertained by officers of the Third Atteck Group at the Air Corps Club. 
He and Ceptain McDaniel returned by #ir to San Antonio in the evening. 

---009--- 


ELLINGTON FIELD CONSIDERABLY DAMAGED BY FIRE 


Grass fires originated north of Ellington Field, fanned by a high north 
wind, blew down on this wartime aviation field and burned to the ground eight 
buildine., including three hangars, bachelor quarters, warehouses and the Offi- 
cers' Club building. Immediately upon notificaticen at Ft. Crockett, the Third 
Attack Group dispatched two airplanes, an 0-6 all metal plane (Lieut.G.A. Mc- 
Henry, pilot) and a Douglas Transport (Lieut. H.W. Anderson,pilot) carrying a 
fire fighting detail. The Houston Fire Department was called and restbonded 
promptly from a distence of 17 miles. Practiceliy all of the landing field, 
which had been covered with high grass, was burned over. There now remain at 
Ellington Field only two hangars, Nos. 18 and 19, one set of married officers! 
quarters, one partly salvaged warehouse and the old Commanding pete or 
quarters. It is greatly to the credit of the caretaker, Sergeant Hugh Barr 
Q-M.C., and to his excellent judgment and quick action that the remaining 
buildings were not destroyed. 

---000--- 


COLONEL LINDBERGH TAKES A LITTLE VACATION IN PANAMA 


Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh arrived in Panama on January 9th on his tour 
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ef Central and South America. Lieut. J.T. Cumberpatch, Air Corps, was appointed 
liaison officer with the Panara Government and in charve .f the crew at the 
place of lendin;. Lieut. R-W. Deurlass, Jr., was appcinted aide to Colonel 
Lindbergh. 

January 9th anc 10th were spent in the Renublic of Panama. On the llth 
Colonel Lindberwh flow from Panama City to France Field, spending that dey in 
the Canal Zone and the following dey in Colon. At France Field the "Spirit of 
St. Louis", was placcd in the repair shéps for a thorouch inspection. Lieut. 
D.L. Hutchins, Air Corns, Enrinecr Cfi.ccer, was in chorge of this work. 

On January 1gth the French aviators -- Dieudonne Costes and Joseph Lebrix - 
arrived in the Republic and were welcomed by Colonel Lindbergh. After the strain 
of receptions and other social functions which the famous flyer has been going 
through for the pest nine minths, he decidcd to take a vacation. A plane was 
assigned to him from the 24th Pursuit Squadron, and on January 14th he and the 
squadron headed for David and the mountains of Chiriqui for a week's vacation. 
The first two days were spent at Don Salvador Jurado's ranch on the slope of 

he Chiriqui volcano near Porterillos. From the ranch, 14 of the party set 
out on horscback for the thirty miles to Boquette. The night was spent at Joe 
Wright's hotel 

On. the following day the party split, most of the members of the e4th going 
back to Porterillos, end th 2 Lindbeteh party, consisting of Colonel Lindbergh, 
Colonel Fisher, Licuts. Pent Gaffney end Douglass, going to the Moniche 
Coffee Plantation further in the mountains. The two days up at the plantation 
were svent hunting deer and digging up the old Indinn nottery graves. The entire 
squadron met again at David on the eclct end returned to France Field in squadron 
formation. 

Colonel Lindbergh snent the remeinder of his time at France Field as the 
guest of Colonel Fisher. On tic 24th and 25th he cruised sround the Pearl 
Islands in search of fish. He left France Field on the e6th for Cartagena, 
Colombia. 

---o0Q0--- 


POPE FIELD CCOPERATES IN BOMBING OPERATIONS OVER PEE DEE RIVER 


The Lenyzley Field porsonnel and cquipment arrived at Pope Field, Fort 
Bragg, N.C., on the morning of Decerver 17, 1927, to bezsin its work in connec- 
tion with the bombing tests end finel demeclition of the Swift Islend bridge 
over the Pee Dee River neer Alicermarle, N.C, 

Pope Field in its entircty was turned over t> our Langley Field visitors, 
even to the extent of vecating the Operations Office and as many of our hangars 
as was possible. Within an heur or two after arrival, the end Bombardment 
Group was cperating smocthly and plens were completed for actual operations 
which were to begin on the following Mondrz7 morning. Original plans called 
for aonroximately 20 missions to be flown dcaily, and the consequent schedule 
Which was drawn up depended for its success on the close cooperation of all 
concerned. 

wt exactly 7:00 o'clock Monday morning, December 19th, the first bomber 
left Pope Field on its 65 mile journey to the bridge, and from that time on 
the schedule was, with only a few interruptions, strictly adhered to. The ships 
worked in pairs, two boing at the bridge and two ready to leave Pope Field on 
scheduled time. Exdéellent radio commnicetion tetween Pope Field and the 
bridse was maintained constantly, using the Pope Field radio truck and person- 
nel *cr this important phase of the work. The communication detachment was able 
now .O maintain its prearranged schedule but, in addition, worked hard 
and faitnfully in hamdling emergency calls and requests. All repairs, changes 
or adjustments had to be made before or after "business hours" so to speak, 
and the question of eating and sleening was of secondary importance. Credit 


is due and is given for the spirit which vreveiled at oll times. 


During the week's operations this vicinity was visited by the coldest 
weather of the season. It was clear but extremely cold, and a howling north 
wind added to the difficulties encountered. As the last mission war completed 
somewhere near 4:00 o'clock in the afternoon, it was no little task to comr- 
pletely drain some 12 or 15 ships anc te make them secure for the night. 

It was only through the excellent messing arrangements provided by the 
Service Battery of the 5th Field Artillery that the men could be sent up in 
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small greups for greatly needed hot coffee and food and return agein after 
Garkmess had fallen to complete the necessary work. Here again credit is due 
and given. The Officers' Club provided the same generous assistance in taking 
care of the visiting officers. Long before daylisht the Pope Field detachment 
was busy heating oil and water to enable the first mission to leave on schedule, 
Although an oil heating truck was sent from Langley Field, it could not possibly 
meet the demends of so great a number of ships. The engineering department at 
the field solved the difficulty by means of a hastily constructed oil heating 
furnece. It was necessary to have a fare going uncer this at 3:30 in the morning 
to heat the necessary oil and water. This in itself was a job well done. 

To the supply devartment goes the credit 2f keeping an accurate account of 
all gas and oil expenditures. They-were masters of the situation, however, even 
though it meant detailing cne man te stay with each gas truck or servicing de- 
tachment: The small Pope Field detachment was distributed wherever its services 
were needed. A week's operations through intense cold, involving long hours 9f 
work from before daylight wntil after dark, 20 missions flown daily, with no 
accidents of serious trouble of any nature, was made a success through the earn- 
est efforts o: all concerned. This in itself is a tribute to each member of the 
organization. 

Letters were received from The Adjutant General of the Army, by direction 
of the Secretary of War, cummendine the organizations which assisted in the 
project, and with them comes tre satisfection and imowledge of a duty well done. 

---000--- 


PROPOSED MUNICIPAL AIRPORT FOR NEW YORK CITY 


Mayor Walker's Airport Committee, which has eovroved Barren Island as the 
best availabie site for 2 Municipal sirport for New York, flew from Mitchel 
Field on January 2Cth in a three motored Fokker cadin monoplane for a further 
survey of airport sites in the metropolitan district. Lieut. Lester J. Maitland 
piloted the plane, and with him was Captain R. G. Ervin, A.C. 

The plane for the fiight was loaned by Assistant Secretary of War F.Trubee 
Davison, who has been assisting city officials in the sclection of airport sites. 
In the party were Micheel J. Cesgrove, Commissioner of Tocks, representing Mayor 
Walker; Arthur §. Tuttle, Chief Engineer of the City of New York, representing 
the Board of Zstimete and Apportionment; T-*. Kelly, Eavineer of the Dock De- 
partment; former Commander Jacob H. iilein, who at one time commanded the U.S. 
Navy dirigitle Shenandoah; E.3, Xelly, Treasurer cf the Industries Development 
Corporation, and Peter J. Brady, President cf the Federc.tion Pank and Trust 
Company of New York City. 

In spite of high winds, the party stayed in the air nearly three hours, 
during which time they visited the Juniper Valley airport site in Middle Village, 
Queens; Flushing 3ay site and the two Bronx sites at Hunter's Island and Old 
Ferry Point; Teterboro Airport at Hasbrouck Weights, N.J.; Port Newark, Hacken- 
sack Meadows,and Hendley and Miller Fields. 

While Barren Island is being urged by thr committee as the first site to 
be deve oped, the fact that it contains 860 acres of city owned land: which is 
at present not tg be used is its strongest talking point. he location, which 
is a considerable distance from lower Manhattan, leaves much to be desired. Mr. 
Brady and other citizens who are donating their time in the interest of an air- 
port for New York feel that Barren Island will be an opening wedge to a chain 
of airports which will serve the greeter city. 

The other sites under consideration are privately owned, and expensive 
condemnation proceedings as well es the delay of years would cool the enthusi- 
asm of the citizens of New York before even a start was made. Barren Island 
which has served as a municipal dumping ground for meny years, is immediately 
available, and for a comparatively few thousand dollars runways could be leid 
out and in use this-.Spring. Even at present it is possible for planes to be 
landed there. ; 
---c0o0--- 
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NEW SYSTEM OF TRAINING AT | | 
KELLY FIELD | 


Beginning March lst : 
the new system of: student H 
training will go into effect 
at the Advanced Flying 





s “T's 
. School at Kelly Field. Under |i’ ALAS i. 
this system all student LEE wal \: oS) H 
pilots will receive primary oi a | 
and basic advanced flying el Oy Oe ee | 
training at March or \ . PGE. ie fy “ee tl 
Brooks Fields, coming $0 ast ail 4 I “A 
Kelly with sufficient expe- Wy _ Ny 
rience and flying training \ Se i 
to go immediately into trans- ;) Lm /\) 
ition and thence to specialized in *. W\\ Seon | a4 a 
work. The duration of the ra ry, eo jf if I 
course at Kelly Field will in x 1 Jf w, 
the future be four months . R 
instead of six, as in the past. B23 ix 
All students will take the V3 R- 
Observers! Course in addition to . Sao iQ 
one other phase of specizlized wi. Ss Wy 4 N 
training. ‘hus each stucent will Vez AY 1p “its be. 
graduate as a qualified airplane \ yi “ot: 8 9 
observer, as well es a Pursuit, TOMS ae S34 Ip 
Bombardment or Attack pilot. yn Fa Set TSS . 
--~000--- ZS \\ eos" is 
, mx oN ge. 3 
COMBINED MANEUVERS AT KELLY FIELD ig WY \\ NN es 
Pe Net ne 
As a final finishing touch in the training ‘\ ry 
of the class of student pilots and svecial 4 s 
observers which graduatod from the Advancea \, th 
Flying School on February 4th, aerial maneuvers ‘Y . 
employing combined air tactics and ccoperation with \ iN 
ground troops were carricd out by the students at \\ 
Kelly Field on January 3lst to February ena, inclusive. ‘A i 
For the purnose of these maneuvers a Composite: Group \\ “Ml 
was formed, the operating personnel of the Group end \\ , 
squadrons being-composed entircly of students. _ Except \ ‘\ 
in scope and in the numoer of vilots and other personnel f WW, ' 
employed, the. maneuvers resembied very closely the J\ AN 
combined maneuvers held by the Air Corps and the second / \ 
Division at San Antonio last summer. / WSS 
---000--- i Oo 78\ W 
i, jae = 
ASSIGNMENTS FOR NEW OBSERVERS! COURSE fo - Seeat 
: Lo AW Wk 
Six officers and one warrant officer received Yah WS =\ 
orders to report to Kelly Field by March lst for the Wee \ 
Special Observers Class which starts at that time. These = 


are - Major William C. McChord, Chanute Field; Captain 
Arthur W. Brock, Jr., Bolling Ficld; lst Licut. William J. Flood, 
Langloy Ficld; lst Licut. Waltcr B. Hough, Mitchol Ficld;. lst Licut. Newton 
Longfcllow,.Mitchel Ficold; lst Licut. Paul C. Wilkins, Crissy Field; and 
Warrant Officer Leland D. Bradshaw, Langley Field. 

---000--- 
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STUDENTS GRADUATE FROM ADV.NCED FLYING SCHOOL 


Cled in snappy new uniforms and jubilant at the thought of a year's work 
well done, 26 Flying Cadets and 3 officers fitéd into the Officers! Club on 
Saturday morning, February 4th, and received their pilot's wings and certificate 
of graduation from the Advenced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas. With them 
were 15 officers of the Air Corps who graduated as Spccial Observers. 

Tae officers to receive their wings were 2nd Lieuts. Rogers A. Gardner, 
John G. Moore and Errle G. Johnson. The Cadets were - 


Clifford V. Abbott Frank Corson Kenneth V. Beer 
Julius A. Barr Edward J. Eshleman Gordon §. Dernell 
George L. Boyd Lilburn D. Fator Lewis M. Gravis 
Robert L. Yopkins Jorden F. Hancy Alexis Klotz 

William C.Kingsbury Herold J. Hough Royal Leonard 
Clarence T. Mower Norman H. Ives Arthur C. Lybarger 
Paul E- Reeder Edward L. Meadow. Cameron T. Robertson 
Elwell A. Sanborn James D. Cleveland Herbert C. Sherman 
Gerald M. Smead Edgar R. Todd 


Officers who graduated from the Advanced Flying School as Special Observers 
were- 


Lt.-Colonel Seth W. Cook lst Lieut. Alfred L. Jewett 
Major Ira Longanecker lst Lieut. Frederick M. Johnson 
Captain Vernon Lee Burge lst Lieut. Bennett E. Meyers 
Captain Edmund W. Hill lst Lieut. Charles T. Skow 

Ist Licut. Jomes E. Adams end Lieut. Jemes F.J. Early 

lst Lieut. Charles H. Dowman end Lieut. John George Selsman 
lst Lieut. Gilbert Shaw Graves end Lieut. John Albert Tarro 


lst Lieut. Harvey H. Holland. 

The graduation exercises were preceded by an inspection of the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School flying equipment by Major-General Thomas Q. Donaldson, 
Brigadier-General Frank P. Lahm, and Lieut.-Colonel James A. Mars. 

General Donaldson, principal speaker on the program, told his audience 
that their smartness of dress and manner as they apneared for final inspection 
on Saturday morning had not been excelled by any body of troops, regardless of 
Classification, at any similar ceremony at any vost in the Sth Corps Area durin 
his duty therein. He traced the history of flying from the time of the first 
crude machine of the Wright Brothers which lifted itself momentarily from the 
sands of Kitty Hawk, N.C. 

General Lahm expressed the hope that the majority of the graduates would 
elect to take the examination for commission in the regular service. He then 
presented the students with their reserve commissions. 

Major Clerence L. Tinker, Assistant Commandant, handed the flyers their 
wings. Chaplain J.H. McCann pronounced invocation and benediction. A band 
concert by the 9th Infantry band from Fort Sem Houston was a feature of the 
exercises. 

'---000--- 


MITCHEL FIELD VISITED BY GALE 


Gales which have blown almost continuously in the vicinity of Mitchel 
Field, L.I., New York, for about tén deys culminated on January 25th when the 
wind attained a velocity of 72 miles an hour. For a time it appeared certain 
that some of the cantonment buildings would collapse under the force of the 
wind, but the damage was confined to strips of roofing paper being torn from 
nearly every roof on the field. In spite of this condition of unusually high 
winds, flying continued without interruption, although there was a consider- 
able curtailment at the adjoining civilian flying fields... 

---000--- 


"ED" DISCOURSES ON TOY ELECTRIC TRAINS 


Wright Field,Dayton,Ohio. 
January 16, 1928. 
To the Editor, 
Air Corps News Letter, 
Washington, D.C. 
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n Dear Mister Tditor - 

Picates} Weil the holidays are over now & we een ell go beck to work & rest up. 

nem ff But it certainly was exciting around here for a couple of days after 
Christmas because Santy Clous hac left a lot of swell toys like fire engines 

rs electric trains dum trucks & the etc at the different houses which mede it 


necessary for we older & more experienced boys to run these things & see what 

mide them go & everything Yor the benefit of the littler kids who thought they 
owed them & would only have pleyed h--1 with them anyway if we had left them 

have them. 

Cf course Santy Claus left nothing ‘et a lot of dolls & stuff like that 
at some of the houses which must have been a big disappointment to the big boys 
in;:those houses that had hoped ail their.life for cranes & erector sets & stcam 
engines because it seems like the rules are you cant hove any real mechanic2l 
toys at any house where there isnt at least one little boy around 6 mos old or 
over. Santy dleus didnt pay no attention to the rules in Shak Blairs case be- 


rvers cause Shak got a dandy electric train & as the only kids around his house are 
him & a little girl 3 yrs old named Barbara its easy to see who the train was 
for. 


But thats an exception because Santy claus is:more likely to hold out on 
you to some extent. Take for oxample Daddy Breene & he had been a pretty good 
boy & he wanted to get a train with a reguiar minniature steam locomotive & he 
got a catalog from Fngland where they have got tie right idea & a boy isnt 
alloud to have a train until he is 30 yrs old & has saved up a lot of Ginneys 
(English for Jack). Well we talked it all over & at one time me & Eddie Page 
& Bayard Johnson had Neddy vretty near convinced that what he had to have was 


ps the GARDEN SIZE RAILROAD where you lay the tracks around the garden & all us 
n, boys were going to hel p Daddy run it. Everything would have been fine only 


Daddys wife gct ahold cf a pencil & paper some place & went & done a lot of 
. figuring on him. Well I dont know much ebdout mathematicks & finance, but it 
ton seems that after Daddy had payed the 150 Ginneys (English) which is around 750 


of Bucks(Chicago) & the duty & everything he would have to buy the house next door 
Urns & tear it down to fix up little hills & rivers & everything to put under the 

st railroad like the picture in the catalog & it would come to about 25 thoussnd 

he dollars ($) in round nos. So Lila Breene Daddys wife went down to a dept store * 
1d & fixed it un with Santy claus to bring him a stationery steam engine that has 


a fly wheel & puffs & everything just like the one down at the gas & electric 
Pa works only smaller. But Daddy seys that next year him & little Gtle aged 2} 
yrs are going to have a regular train in spite of hel & high vater. 

However running a railroad isnt all its crackcd up to be on account of the 
little kids always butting in & acting like they owned everything. I know how 
it is because Santy left an electric train at our house for me 3 yrs ago & I 
invited all the boys in around the neighborhood & we all took turns working the 
switches & the thing that starts & stops the train. There was me & George Bret? 
& Eddie Page & Harold Bertron & Jack Colgan all playing together quietly & well 
behaved like little gentlemen until some of the real young kids come eround & 
begun to holler & make a fuss because we shoved them away & told them gwen & 
play with your own things read a book or something becouse what did then little 
kids 4 yrs old know about shilves ding nothing. But the little kids mothers got 
= sore & seid I should certainly think you big boys could find something better 
to do than spoiling the little inocent childrens fun on Christmas & arent you 
ashamed sunnosing little Bill did short circuit the third rail with thescissors 
is that any reason why a lot of big strong men heve got to yell at the child 
& make him cry there there darling daddy is going to weshington on tuesday & 
if he dont make a better job of lending at Uniontown than he did the last time 
he will have enough railroading to hohd him for a while & you can play with 
the train all you like swectheart. You know how mothers are Ed. 

Well finely Sam Frierson got the kids out in the kitchen where they was 
delighted -&idumbfounded watching whet San could do to a cold turxey & so us 
boys managed to have a lot of fun excepting Herold Bartron who kind of got Lis 
mind off of railroading when he heard Sam cating out in the Icitchen. That 
3 yrs ago & Sam is in Boston, Mass now learning the embattled farmers at M.: 
military aeronautics & he wouldnt remember hardly anything avout incidence 
such as the above. We wouldnt refer to them eyther only this paper dont have 
@ very big circulation on Beacon St & so Sams Boston,Mass social standing wort 
suffer any. Its only fair though to warn Sam that when he comes back to Dayton 
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Ohio he will be shot in his tracks upon the first broed_A as in BAWTH. 

Well Mister Editor I will have to close now hoping that Santa claus was 
kind to all my voung friends in our fair cappitle & I read your paper regulsrly 
& am 40 yrs old & wrote this letter all myself. 

Yrs truly, 
Ed. 
---000--- 


ATR CORPS SUPPLY SITUATION IN PHILIPPINES 


The transition of the Philippine Air Depot at Rizal, P.I., from a branch 
to an Air Intermediate Depot is ravidly taking place. 

Four American Civil Service or soldier key men will operate the Depot 
Supply Department, with such native personnel as is necessary. The soldiers at 
present on duty are being relieved as rapidly as native personnel can be proper. 
ly trained. The Station Supply of the Philippine Air Depot and Camp Nichols 
will be operated with one American Civil Service Chief Clerk and such native 
assistants as are required. The key men for the Engineering Department and 
Inspection are being secured through the discherge of competent soldier per- 
sonnel who are ecceviing positions as Civil Service employees. Natives and 
Chinese are replacing the scldiers in the Repair Department as rapidly as funds 
will permit. ; 

---000--- 


KINDLEY FIELD PERSONNEL PARTICIPATE IN MANEUVERS 


Acting as Division Air Service, the period from December 12th to the 16th. 
was devoted to the e3rd Infantry Brigade maneuvers in preparation for the an-. 
nual Philippine Division maneuvers held in January. The entire commissioned 
personnel and 211 aircrart equipment of Kindley Field, P.I., were on the go 
each day from early morn until late in the evening and flew a total of el air- 
craft hours on reconnaissance, liaison, contact, photo and attack missions 
which provided no little valuable information and experience in radio communi- 
cation from plane to plane, plane to ground and vice versa. 

; ---000--- 


MORE ABOUT LANDING OF AIRSHIP ON ROOF OF BUILDING 
By the Langley Field Correspondent 


The correction appearing in the January 7, 1928, issue of the LEWS LETTER 
under the title of "First Landing of an Airship on the Roof of a Building", in 
the form of a letter from Captain Howard A. Scholle, Air Res., and a note crr- 
roboration by the Editor is correct, and the statement made in the original 
story of the recent feat of the personnel of the 19th Airship Comoeny thet 
this is "The first successful landing on a building of a Lighter-than-Air craft 
in the history of aviation" is inaccurate. On the other hand, the landing ‘o 
which Ceptain Scholle alludes, according to information secured from reliabie 
sources, was accomplished under favorable conditions and after extensive prep- 
aration had been made. 

Among the favorable conditions above mentioned are the fact that the iand- 
ing was made on a specially constructed platform on a building considcrably 
higher than those surrounding and with a fair wind blowing. In making the -ent- 
ing, the ship was brought to a hovering position high ebove the platform and a 
long rope dropned dom. Then, with a winch especially built on the platform, 
the ship was hauled down. The lending which was made by the personnel of the 
19th Airship Comveny, using a TC type airship, was effected without a moment's 
previcus preparation. j 

With nracticelly no wind blowing to help slow un the ship, the lending 
was mede on the roof of the Newport News. High School in the seme manner ix 
which a normal landing is made on the flying field. No long roves wore us3d, 
and the ship ceme in at ea sneed of ten or twelve miles an hour, doped the 
short maneuvering rones, and the maneuvering party on the roof pulled her dew 
amidst numerous obstacles such as ventilators, flaz vole and chimneys, wisict. 
extended above the height of the car itself. The ship remained on the roof 
long enough to discharge and take on passengers. It then took o?f for its hor 
station with the same ease in which it was landed. 
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ENLISTED MEN QUALIFY AS FLYING CADETS 


Eight enlisted men o 


Scheduled to spend the ic 
hey escape the clutches 
and Theodore R. Smith of 
Warner of Bolling Field; 


Booth of Brooks Field. 


f the Army Air Corps recontly qualified for appoint- 
ment as Flying Cadet. They have beon ordered to proceed to 3rooks Ficld, 

San Antonio, Toxas, and to ronort uvon arrival to the Commandant of the .lir 
Corps Primary Flying School not later than Fobruary 29th. The men who arc 


xt cight months at the Primary Flying School, provided” 


of the "Benzine Board", 
Mitchel Field; Privates 
Private James A. Strokl 


James I. Mills and Paul R. Sutherland of Chanute 


ee ae 


aro - Privates Jack H. Neale 
Bramon I. Mills and Byron 5S. 
of Langley Ficld; Privates 

Ficld, and Private Al Nugior 
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LANGLEY FIELD OFFICERS VIEW AIRPLANE CARRIER 


The officers of Lansley Field, Va., were recently extended an invitation 
by the Commanding Officer of the Airplane Carrier, SARATOGA, to visit his ship, 
which was anchored in Hampton Roads. A boat was sent to meet the officers at 
Old Point Comfort and upon being taken aboard they were shown completely over 
the ship. Officers were sent along to explain the different features of the 
vessel and, as a resuit, the Langley Field officers learned quite a lot about 
the kind of work performed by their brother officers and the conditions under 
which they work. Everyone appreciated the fine opnortunity presented to see 
this newest of Airplane Carriers as well es the courtesies extended by the 
officers of the"Saratoga". 

---000--- 


TRE AIR SERVICE CLUB AT DENVER, COLORADO 


The organization of the Air Service Club, Inc., of Denver, is the outgrowth 
of a desire upon the vart of local wartime pilots to perpetuate their flying and 
te participate in the present rapid development of aeronautics, but not for 
profit. From its inception in July, 1926, it quickly assumed a dominant role in 
the aeronautical develspment of this region. 

A commodius ciub house was erected at Lowry Field, home of the 120th Obs. 
Squadron, Colorado National Guard. Through this arrangement the club house is 
tax free. The materials and labor were donated by public spirited citizens of 
Denver. 

A majority of the members of the Club are rated pilots of the Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps, or civilian pilots under the Department of Commerce. The remainder 
are citizens of Colorado who have made definite contribution toward the develop- 
ment of aeronautics in this State. Practically all the rated airplane pilots 
in Denver are members of this Club. 

An important function of the Club is a weekly luncheon held each Thursday 
at the Denver Tea Room. The large attendance at these luncheons is an evidence 
of their popularity. Given for social benefit they make possible the frequent 
interchange of ideas upon aeronautical matters. Here new developments in motors, 
ships and equipment are reviewed and all matters pertaining to civil and mili- 
tary aviation, especially in Denver and Colorado, are discussed. 

Visiting flyers and those interested in aeronautics are urged to communi- 
cate with the Secretary immediately upon arrival in Denver for the purpose of 
arranging to attend these luncheons. 

The affairs of the Club are controlled by a board of seven directors. The 
officers are: Horace F. Phelps, President; Chas. W. France, Vice-President; 
Cecil H. Braddick, Secretary; and Ralph W. Hall, Treasurer. Correspondence 
upon acronautical matters from other similar clubs is invited. 

---000--- 


WORLD FLIGHT COMMANDER ASSUMES ROLE OF AERIAL POLICEMAN 


Captain Lowell H. Smith, Air Corps, recently assumed the role of aerial 
policeman while engaged in target practice and forcibly demonstrated the value 
of a pursuit plane, equipped with a Browning machine gun, as a law enforcer. 

The erstwhile leader of the world flight was returning from tow target gun- 
nery practice and was flying alongside the target ship. When about two miles 
from Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks, T.H., the target became separated from 
the plane and fell on a dirt road running through a cane field. Up galloped a 
plantation worker on a big black horse, with visions of many beautiful shirts 
contained in the big piece of cloth which had fallen miracuously from the blue 
sky. Dismounting, he quickly folded the target under his arm and started gal- 
loping away, paying no attention to the frantic waving of arms and diving of 
Captain Smith's plane and the target DeH. 

Quickly estimating the situation and desirous of knowing his score for the 
morning's shooting, Captain Smith arrived at a decision. Loading his gun, he 
judiciously planted a few shots just ahead of this particular one of the "Four 
Horsemen". The "music" from the Browning had the desired effect, for the 
dashing horseman pulled up sharply, did an about face end proceeded to restore 
the target to its original position with all possible haste. A motorcycle was 

- 71 - V-5766,A.C. 








on 
hip, 
at 


er 


ut 
er 





later sent out to bring it in, but for some reason or other Captain Smith 
would not divulge the extent of his score. 
---000--- 


NEW PIRATE BOMBER AT BOLLING FIELD 


The first of more then a score of the latcst tvpe of bombardment planes, 
ordered by the Government for the Army Air Corps, landed at Bolling Field this 
noon on its way to Dayton, Ohio. The chip is being piloted by Licut. Edwin R. 
McReynolds. 

On its arrival here, the bomber, Wnich wears the grephic name of "Pirate", 
was inspected by Assistant Secretary of War F. Trubee Davison, in charge of 
Army aviation; Major General James E. Fechet, Chief of Army Air Corps and mem- 
bers of Congressional committees handling Army legislation, including Senator 
David A. Reed, Chairman of the Senate Military Affairs Committee. 

The "Pirate" is a veritable flying fortress. It is capable of carrying 
more then a ton of bombs and can stay in the air from six to seven hours. Its 
cruising radius is sbout 500 miles. In other words, it can reach an objective 
250 miles from its take-off yoint, droym its deadly load and return. 

Twenty-five"Pirates"have been orlered for the Army Air Corps. They are 
built by the Keystone Aircraft Corporation of Bristol, Pennsylvania. Edward 
Gott of that Comvany announced that deliveries will be made at the rate of one 
plane a week. According to prescnt plans, nine "Pirates" will be stationed at 
Langley Field, Virginia, five in the Canal Zone, five in Haweii and five in the 
Philippines. 

The new bomber is a biplene with a wing spread of 67 feet and 10 inches. 
It is »owered with two Liv verty engines and nas a service speed of from 80 to 
90 miles an hour. One feature of the craft is its slow landing speed which cn- 
ables it to land aad take off in comparatively small fields. The "Pirate" 
weighs 7,000 pounds and can carry 5,200 pounds of disposable load. 

The plane carries a trew of five composed of pilot, bombardier who is also 
auxiliary pilot, front gunmer, rear gunner and radio operator. 

To protect itself against enemy planes, the ship is equipped with five 
machine guns. Two of these are installed in the front cocknit, two in its rear 
cockpit, while a firth gun projects through the floor of the plane to protect 
it from attack dejiverca from telow. 

The plene's radio equipments enables it to maintain communication not alone 
with other chips ard the sround but nakes it possible for it to follow the radio 
beacon where such flying is necessary. The ship is equipped with the latest 
type of aerial navigation instruments including the earth induction compass. 

It also has installation for six parachute flares and is completely equipped 
for night flying. 
~--000--- 


LIEUT. EUBANK LANDS FLAMING AIRPLANE 
By A.M. Jacobs. 


During a test flight at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on January elst, the 
Keyston XB-1 bombardment plane was badly damaged when the connecting rod on 
the right engine failed, resulting in the breaking out of fire. Lieut. Bugene 
L, Eubank was piloting the plane at 2400 feet when he noticed that the right 
motor was heating. He then began to glide dow, heading for the field. At 
about 1200 feet flames shot forth. 

Gene A. Althoff, acting as test observer, was seated in the assistant 
pilot's seat beside Lieut. Eubank, They decided that they had better get away 
from the plane as soon as possible. The plane carried a full military load 
with 2700 pounds of bombs. Althoff endeavored to release the bombs, but the 
release mechanism failed to work and the plane was fast settling. At 300 feet 
they abandoned the struggle with the bomb release mechanism and Althoff jumped. 
His parachute opened immediately but caught on the Alemite cup of the tail skid 
which ripped the silk. Althoff's fall was not sufficiently slowed up to pre- 
vent a nasty jar on landing, resulting in a broken heel and two sprained ankles. 

Lieut. Eubank then attempted to get away, but the minute he took his hands 
from the controls the nose heavy plane started into a dive. Knowing that he 
could not clear the plane at the low altitude, he had no choice but to stay 
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with the ship and, by extreme cool-headedness under hazardous; conditions and 
an excellent niece of piloting, he brought it down without injury to himself 
nor to the plane séve such damage which was caused by the fire. 

An examination disclosed that the fire had caused severe damage to the 
engine nacelle and parts of the right lower wings and fuselage. Those who saw 
the accident from the ground said that the plane flamed up like a burning barn. 

Lieut. Fubank received letters of commendaticn both from General Fechet and 
General Gillmore for his plucky work. aA study is being conducted to determine 
the time and cost of reconditioning the vlane and installing new engines. 

---000--- 


MR. IDE ADDRESSES MATERIEL DIVISION PERSONNEL 
By A.M. Jacobs 


Mr. John Jay Ide, European Representative of the National Advisory Cormittee 
for Aeronautics, with headquarters in Paris, visited the Matericl Division at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Chio, January llth and l2th, accompanicd by Dr. George 
Lewis of Washington, D.C., Executive Secretary of the orgenization. On Januar; 
12th Mr. Ide addressed the officers and engineers of the Materiel Division in 
the Wright Field auditorium on the subject of "European Aviation". He was intro- 
duced by Gencral Gillmorc. 

In his talk Mr. Ide stated that during 1926 and 1927 he had been impressed 
with the vast number of experimental types of service airolanes being developed 
in England. He had noted at least thirty different typcs. This was not true 
of all the continent, however, France anc Italy both complaining of insufficient 
funds for technical develcpment. 

The mos? strivring type of service plane in England and France is the air- 
cooled pursuit. Bocause of the proximity of all European countries to each 
other and the cons:ant imminence of danger, they fcel that they must have planes 
that will climb to great heights speedily. They feel that the plane with the 
air-cooled engine serves this nurpose better than that with the water-cooled 
engine, since it takes too long to get the latter type warmed up. An air-cooled 
plane, they acknowledze, cannot dive as well as the water-cooled, but by clever 
streamlining its horizontal speeds can be made as great. The "Bull Dog" with 
Condor engine is a Uritish exemple of this type of plane which, it is cleimed, 
climbs to 20,000 fect in cleven minutes and hes an maximum level flight speed 
at 10,900 feet of 172 milcs per hour. Mr. Ide also described the planes devel- 
oped for service in Mesopotamia, which must carry spares, food and bedding into 
the desert. . 

The air-cooled engine, Mr. Ide stated, was receiving enofmous attention on 
the continent, and gearing was also receiving a great share of this attention, 
being adopted as standard for heavy planes. Mufflers were being edopted for 
commercial anc service type planes, especially prreuit.plenes, with which.it was 
foind that speed. was'nof reduced to tie extert’ 6f ten:R.P.H.. Ketal construction 
wos agéumed to be“stancard, with stcel.used.in preference to duralumin. 

In France a competition is listed for the Soring for the development of a 
lighter and cheaper pursuit-training olenc. France and Italy are using wing 
guns, but not England. The British, however, have e new class of multi-place 
fighter. Europe has no attack planes, the United States being ahead in that 
respect. 

Mr. Ide's address was informative and invigorating, and en interesting 
discussion followed. 

---000--- 


SPEEDY LIFE-SAVING CRAFT FOR LANGLEY FIELD 
By the Langley Field Correspondent 


Two sea sleds were recently delivered to Langley Fielc, and after being 
placed in commission were given acceptance tests. The factory represer.tative 
arrived and the crews designated for these sleds and other life seving creft 
to arrive at this field are being instructcd by this representative in the oper- 
ation, care and adjustment of this equipment. The crews are also being in- 
structed by the Captain of the L-39 tug in the numerous channels in the various 
regions of the Back River area and the Chesapeeke Bay region near Lengley. Field. 

. Three 13-foot dinghies have been shipped from the factory, and upon arrivel 
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will be equipped with high-powered outboord motors. These five light speed 
craft will form a complete equipment for saving lives of those who are forced 
to land from airplanes in water by parachute or otherwise. The area within ten 
to twenty miles of Langley Field is more than fifty percent water. As much of 
this water is shallow and all is tide water, a unique problem in saving life is 
presented. The solution was arrived at after a conprchonsive study by various 
Marine specialists sent to Langley Field for the vurpose. This equipment will 
also serve as terders to seaplanes and convey operating personnel to the large 
bombing and gunncry range three miles to the eastward, which is to supersede 
the present bombing and gunnery ranges adjoining the flying field. The tug 
"Tangley" had been deciared surplus and will not doubt be transferred elsewhere 
in the near future. . 

his life saving and retriever equinnent operates under the direct orders 
of the Operations Officer of the field and is "hooked up and standing by" sub- 
ject to emergency call in the same manner as a modern fire department. A vatrol 
systcm with fixed stations at strategic points in the water area is being estab- 
lished, and during day and night flying on tracking and towing missions over the 
Chesapeake for the Coast Artillery, a patrol will be made that will provide a 
means of rescue always within reach. 

The other day Captain Ernest Clark, Operations Officer, and his assistet, 
Lieut. Vickery, were taken for a ride by the factory representative. From the 
day selected it is suspected by many of the officers that they were concealing 
the fact that they went out for some dual instructions, as tt was snowing 
heavily and visivility was very poor. Thcy went fully equipped for high altitude 
flying, in fur-lined suits, helmets and goggles, but they say that try as they 
would they couldn't taxe it off!i Perhaps it is a good thing, as they did not 
wear their chutes. From the reports made by Captain Clark, the boat is sensi- 
tive on the rudder, grountloops very easily, and he says that if he could vull 
back on the stick he is sure that it would do a roll. However, with the wind 
Blowing that day we ere sure that it was doing some rolling without any extra 
urge on the pilot's part. 

So we are expecting that applications will te shortly received for a ccurse 
of instruction in piloting sea sleds at Langley Field. Applications will be 
addressed to Captain Clark as chief instructor. 

“--000--— 


GOOD SHOOTING BY FRANCE FIELD OFFICERS 


The 24th Squadron at France Field, Panama Canal Zone, recently completed 
its target practice and has, in the words of the France Field Corresnondent, 
what is believed as good a record as ever made by a squadron during the firing 
season. There are nine officers regularly assigned to the Squadron and two 

ttached for tactical training. All eleven of these officers made a score of 
610 (expert qualification) or better. If any squadron has a better record, let 
us hear from them. The scores follow: 


Lieut. R.W, Douglass,Jr. 947.6 Lieut. J.T. Cumberpatch 662.9 
° L.M Merrick 910.8 " C.G. Pearcy 650.4 
" J.E. Parker 767.3 Cast. A.E. Simonin 618.8 
" R.B. Wiliiams 706.2 Lieut. R.W.C. Wimsatt 615.0 
" H.C. King 721.2 Lieut. H.G. Crocker 610.4 
" R.K, LeBrou 672.5 

---000--- 


HIGH ALTITUDE PURSUIT PLANES 


The first of five P-5 supercharged pursuit planes was ferried from the 
Curtiss plant at Garden City, Long Island, to Wright Field, Deyton, Ohio, on 


January 18th. It will undergo inspection and flight and perforinence testing. 


This plane is powered with a Curtiss D-ler (heevy crankshaft) engine and 
equipped with Form F-1A side type turbo-sunercharger. Arrangements are made 
for the installation of two oxygen bottles to be carried as standard equipment. 
Before performance testing, however, it is intended to replace the present 
magneto equipped engine with a battery cquippcd engine, as proper functioning 
at high altitudes cannot be obtained with magneto ignition. 

It is hoped with this plane to develop a speed of avproximately 200 miles 
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per hour, level flight, at altitudes exceeding 20,000 feet. 
---900--- 


LIEUT. DOOLITTLE AND COMPANIONS abigail tea FIELD 


Lieuts. Jimmie Doolittle, Leigh Wade and C.W. Webster arrived at France 
Field, Panama Canal Zone, on the night of Jamuary eoth and departed January 26th 
for Peru. The officers of France Field saw too little of them. January 26th 
was certainly a busy day at France Fie?*. The French flyers departed for 
Guatemala at 6:45 A.M.; Colonel Lindbergh left at 9:25 A.M.; for, Colombia and 


Doolittle, Wade and Webster departed at 1:00 P.M. for Peru. Panama is at the 
crossroads of the world, and France Field is veritably the air crossroads. 
--~000--- 


A COLD-BLOODED SON OF THE SOIL 
By A.M. Jacobs. 


Captain William B. Maver, Chicf of the Lighter-than-Air Branch, Wrigh 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, after taking off Rist for an experimental flight ina 
free balloon for the purpose of testing a new type of valve and finding himself 
ceught by high end edverse winds which would have carried him as far as Pitts- 
burgh before dusk, decided to make a landing. Dropping the drag rope and re- 
leasing the rip panel, the bag came to earth near Lewis Center, Ohio. Captain 
Mayer and his companions in the basket, Licuts. Courtlandt Johnson, H. Mont- 
gomery and Master Sergeant Wm. J. Bennett, landed without harm. ornpiape F _ 
spot became a point of interest to the inhabitants of the countryside who ca 
swarming in numbers. The balloon party, however, were highly amused ‘by the tbe 
evident disapoointment of one elderly gentleman who had expected to find an in- 
jury, if not a fatality, upon his arrival. He all too frankly liked his excite- 
ment red hot or not at all. It was hard to disoblige an honest Pipa whose 
life passed in the routine of farm labor was perhsos starved of thrill and in- 
cident, but in this instance our party were verfectly content to let him suffer. 

---000--- 


LIEUL. CROCKER DEMONSTRATES EXPERTNESS WITH PISTOL 


The Frence Field Pistol Team recently competed in the Annual Small Arms 
Matches for the Ponama Canal Department, held at Fort Clayton, — Zone. The 
team was ca iedinad® a Lieut. H.G. Crocker, fir Corps, and was composed of Master 
Sst. Sorenson, 24th Pursuit Squadron; Staff Set. LeQuatra, 7th bounded: Staff 
Set. B.F. Kelly, 25th Squadron, and Sgt. Thomas, 63rd Squadron. In the team 
match France Field was second only tothe Engineers of Corozal. Lieut. Crocker: 
won the goli medal for the highest individuel sccre of 453, end Sgt. Thomas a 
silver meda: with a score of 455. 

---000--- 


BOMBARDMENT BOARD MEETS 


The jJombardment Board, cormosed of Air Corps. officers,was: called for purpox 
of making a thorough study of several ‘bombing planes manufactured according to 
Air Corps specific>tions by different manufacturers and entered in competition, 
and also for the purpose of making recommendations for the purchase of one of 
the planes for -doption es the Air Corps standard. 

The Board sat in conference at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, from January 16th 
to February 8th. The Airplanes under consideration were the Atlantic (Fokker) 
XLB-2 with two Pratt and Whitney "Hornet" engines, the Consolidated (Sikorsky 
Guardian) with two Pratt and Whitney "Hornet" engines, the Keystone XLB-6 with 
two Wright "Cyclone" engines, the Keystone XB-1 with inverted Packard engines, 
and the Curtiss XB-2 (Condor) . The last named plane, after having been flight 
and performance tested, was destroyed in a severe storm et the vlant of the 
Curtiss Commany where it had been returned by the Materiel Division for changes. 

Officers officiating on the Board were Major Hugh Knerr, President; Lieuts. 
Odas Moon, Phillips Melville, Ernest Dichman, Barney Giles, Herold Beaton, Frank 
Tyndell and Harold L. George. Announcement of the favored bomber will be made 
after their report has been drawn up and received in Washington. 
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FRANCE FIELD GREFTS FRENCH FLYERS 


The celebrated French flyers, Costes and Lebrix, arrived in the Isthmus 
of Panama cn January léth. They were given a rousing reception in the Republic 
put found it necessary to come to France Field to have their Breguet checked 


‘over. They departed from France Field January 1¥th for Caracas, Venezuela, and 
‘Baranquilla, Colombia, returning to France Field, January 24th. Colonel Fisher 


turned them over to Captain A.E. Mimonin, who acted as aide and interpreter. 

They departed from France Field again on the morning of the 26th for Guatemala. 
Messrs. Dieudonne Costes and Joseph Lebrix are the first men to fly from 
Paris to New York. They made their first remarkable flight from France to Francc 

Senegal on the African Coast, leaving the Bourget Airdrome, Paris, on October ~ 
10th and arriving at St.Louis, French Senegal, on the following day. Leaving 

St. Louis on the 14th, they spanned the Atlantic from Africa to Port Natal, 
Brazil. From there they crossed mountains and wildernesses in their passages 
from one Latin country to another, visiting Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires, La Paz, 
Lima, Guauaquil, Panama, Guatemala and Mexico. From the Mexican capital they 
crossed the Gulf of Mexico and arrived at New Orleans, La. 

At the Crescent City they were greeted by a flight of three airplanes from 
Kelly Field, Texas, commanded by Lieut. B.S. Thompson, one of the Pan-American 
flyers. The two pilots accompanjéag Lieut. Thompson were Licuts. W.C.Goldsbor- 
ough and H.H. Reily. ‘From New Orleans the French flyers proceeded to Washington 
via Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., arriving at Bolling Field in the Capital 
City on February 10th. The daring Frenchmen who, in reaching Washington, by 
air, achieved for France the goal for which Nungesser and Coli gave their lives, 
were received and congratulated by President Coolidge and entertained at lunch- 
eon by the Assistant Secretaries of Aeronautics of the War, Navy and Commerce 
Departments. 

After a continuous round of entertainment arranged fcr them in Washington, 
the French flyers departed for New York City, accompanied by several Air Corps 
pilots from Bolling Field. 

It is estimated that in their more than 24,000 mile journey from Paris to 
New York, the speed at which the Frenchmen traveled was at the rate of approx- 
imately 107 miles an hour. 

---000--- 


OLD CURTISS PUSHER GOES TO SMITHSONIAN 


An old “Curtiss pusher biplane of the vintage of 1911 has recently been 
reconditioned at the Garden City factory of the Curtiss Company and is being 
presented to the Smithsonian Institute éff Washington. This machine, while not 
the first Curtiss plane to be built, is one of the oldest, and is believed to 
be the only one of its type still in existence. It was with a plane of this 
type that Glenn H. Curtiss, Ely, Beachey and many other famous pilots thrilled 
the crowds in the early days of the Curtiss Exhibition Company. 

Historically, the motor in this "Model D" machine is of great value, as it 
is the original motor with which Glenn Curtiss won the first international Gordo: 
Bennett Cup Race at Rhiems, France, in 1909 -- at the terrific speed of 464 
miles an hour. 

In spite of its advanced age, the old pusher is in excellent condition and, 
as a matter of fact, was flown as late as 1925 (with a different motor) when 
Bert Acosta took it aloft to amuse the crowds at the Mitchel Field Air Meet. 

One of the interesting design features of the mechine, in view of the re- 
cent adoption of wheel brakes on aircraft, is a crude foot brake. This was 
applied by pressure of ‘the foot against a hinged brake shoe, which bore against 
the tire of the forward landing wheel and effectively brought the plane to a stm 

---000--- 


AIR CORPS OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO ARMY WAR COLLEGE 


Four field officers of the Army Air Corps have received War Devartment 
orders directing them to report in person between August 15 and August 20, 1928, 
to the Commandant of the Army War College, Washihgton,D.C, for duty as students, 
1928-1929 course, viz: 
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Major Herbert ‘. Dargue, Office Chief of the Air Cornps,Washington,D.C, 
Major Davenport Johnson, Air Corps Tactical School,Langley Field,Va. 
Major Byron Q. Jones, Hdqrs. 7th Corns Area,Fort Omaha, Nebr. 
Major William C. McChord, Chanute Field, Illinois (additional duty, Com- 
mandant Air Corps Technical School,Chanute Field, Ij 
---000--- 


MAJOR TINKER AWARDED MEDAL FOR BRAVERY V 


Major Clarence L. Tinker, Air Corps, Assistant Commandant of the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, was awarded a medal, known as the "Soldier's 
Medal" for an act of heroism which occurred September 21, 1926, while he was 
Assistant Military Attache at the American Embassy, Lohdon. While flying over 
Henley Airdorme, London, with Commander R.A. Burg, U.S. Navy, the plane crashed 
and caught fire. Although injured and in a semi-dezed condition due to the 
crash, Major Tinker was able to get clear of his burning plane, but when he 
realized that Commander Burg was still in the cockpit he rushed back into the 
flames in an attempt to rescue his passenger. He was driven back by the intense 
heat, but returned to the other side, and after repeated and determined efforts, 
being badly-burned in the attempt, he extricated Commander Burg and dragged hin, 
unconscious, to a piace of safety. 

Major Tinker has been stationed at Keliy Field since last November, being 
transferred from the Office Chief of Air Corps where he was on duty in the 
Inspection Division. 

---000--- 


SPEEDY FLYING 


Captain G.E. Brower recently returned from the West where he went for a 
conference with the Boeing Airplane Company and elso for the purpose of ferrying 
the first Boeing Pursuit PW-9D airplane from the company's plant at Seattle, 
Washington, to Wright Fieid. During the latter part of his journey Captain 
Brower found good flying weather and was able to make some exdellent flying time. 
Leaving San Diego on Thursday at 2:00 P.M., he arrived at Wright Field, eight 
miles cest of the City of Dayton, on Saturday at 2:50 P.M., having made stops 
at Tucson, El Paso, Dallas, Muslzogee and St. Louis. He left Dallas at 8:30 A.M. 
Saturday, found a 53 mile wind at 2509 feet altitude and made Muskogee, a dis- 
tance of about 230 miles, in an hour and tea minutes. At Muskogee he found a 
60 mile wind at 3,00C feet and mede St. Louis in tvo hours and ten minutes. At 
St. Louis he climbed to 8,000 feet, and striking a wind which he estimated at 
80 miles per hour, he arrived at Wright Field in the astonishing time of an 
hour and fifty minutes. As far as is known, this is a record flight between 
these two points. Captain Brower stated that at no tire was his motor rev'd up 
over 1850 R.P.M. 

---00c--- 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Change of “tation: 

Majozr Ira Longanecker, from duty in First Corps Area to duty in Office 
Chief of Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 

lst Lieut. K.B. Wolfe, upon relief from foreign service, to Langley Field, 

Major A.W. Robins, Fairfield, Ohio, to Walter Reed General Hospital, 
Washington, for observation and treatment. 

lst Lieut. Raymond ©. Culbertson from Mitchel Field to Hawaiian Department, 
sailing on or about May 16th. 

Following officers ordered to duty in Hawaiian Department, sailing about 
June 9th: Captain Raymond %. O'Neil, Kelly Field; lst Lieut. Angier H. Foster, 
Fort Crockett; lst Lieut. Theodore J. Koenig, Crissy Field. 

Following officers unon completion of Sveciel Observation course at Ad- 
vanced Flying School, Kelly Field, March lst, to proceed to stations specified: 
Captain Edmund V. Hill, Scott Field; lst Licut. Harvey H. Holland, Langley Field: 
end Lieut. John G. Salsman, Scott Field; 2nd Lieut. John Albert Tarro,Scott Fiel¢ 

Following officers upon completion of ccurse of instruction at Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, to proceed to stations specified: end Lt. Rogers 
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A Gardner, Crissy Field; qnd Licuts. Eyrle $. Johnson and John G. Moore to 
Port Crockett, Toxas. 

end Lieut. Glen C. Jamison from Brooks Field to Panama Canal Zone, sailing 
on or about July 3rd. 

end Lieut. Wallace E. Whitson, March Field, to Philipnines, sailing on 
or about June 8th. 

end Lieut. Jamcs F.J. Early (Kelly Field) and Walter C. White (March Field) 
to Hawaii, sailing on or about June 9th. 

end Lieuts. James W. Hammond and James P. Hodges, upon completion of duty 
in Philippines, to Langley Field, Va. 

Upon conipletion of duty in Panama Canal Zone, Captain Carl W. Connell to 
proceed to Langley Field and lst Lieut. James T. Cumberpatch to March Field. 

lst Lieut. Alfred Lindeburg and 2nd Lieut. George L. Murray relieved from 
duty at March Ficld and to proceed to Philippines, sailing about March 29th. 

Orders directing lst Lieuts. James M. Bevans and Nathan F. Twining, March 
Field, to proceed about March 29th to Philippines revoked. 


Details to the Air Corps, and to proceed to Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, 
March lst, for training: 

end Lieut. James A. Willis, Jr., Infantry; end Lieut. Kenneth P.McNaughton, 
Field Artillery; Captain Charles R. Lehner, Field Artillery. 


Relieved from Detail in Air Corps: 
2nd Lieut. Rcbert H. Naylor, Jr. to and Engineers, Fort Logan, Colorado. 
end Lieut. Kingsley S. Anderson, to 8th Engineers, Mtd.,Fo Bliss, Texas. 
end Lieut. Paul Hamilton to Infantry, end Div., Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
end Licut. William H. Minter to 29th Engineers, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 








Reserve Officers Relieved from Extended Active Duty: 
lst Lieut. Charles Chesney Wood, Langley Field; lst Lieut. Glenn Virgil 
Conrad, Langley Field. 





Promotions: 

Appointment of Lieut.-Col. Benjamin D. Foulois, Air Corps, as Assistant to 
the Chief of the Air Corps, with rank of Brig.-General for period of 4 years 
from January 28, 1928, is announced. 

end Lieut. Charles W. Lawrence to lst Lieut., with rank from Jan.25, 1928. 

---000--- 


CARTOONS IN THE NEWS LETTER 


The cartoons appearing in this issue of the News Letter were submitted by 
Lieut. Stafford L. Lambert of the 35th Division, Air Service, Missouri National 
Guard. Lieut. Lambert has submitted ten cartoons to us, and they will appear 
in succeeding issues. We are indebted to him and to Major C. R. Wassall, Com- 
manding Officer of the 35th Division, Air Service, for their kindly interest 
in the News Letter, and we sincerely hope that Lieut. Lambert will not permit 
our supply of his cartoons to run low. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, denuaty BON: *. 





Because of the shortage of sind at Kelly Ficld, there will be no reg: 
ular course in Attack Aviation at the Advariced Flying School during the months © 
of March, April,. May: and June. ‘Kelly Field will receive its usual quota of 
student pilot s'for the next class, however, and thé men who would normally be 
' given training in:.Attack aviation will he pleced in.some other branch. Delivery 
of the new-A-3 Attack planes is cxnected some time in June, and some of the clagg 
reporting to Kelly on July. ‘lst will be eble to setisfy. their desire to hedge-hop, 

Under: the commend of Ist Lieut. John W. Monehan, and accompanied by the in- 
structors in Bombarément aviation, nine flying cadets flew NBS-1's to Galveston, 


Texas, January 9th, for a week of practice = in bombing. The instructors who ec-2! 


companied the expedition were Captain S:R. Stribling, Ordnance Page lst 
Lieuts. L.L. Beérys.. A. B.. Ballard, RA. pneety and 2nd Lieut. E.F. Booth, ; Fly~ 


ing Instructors. The. Flying« Cadets were W.L. Kingsbury, G.M: Snead: coe Barr,* : 
P.E. Reedér, cog. Mower. RiB.: Hopkins, C.B. Abbott, G.L. Boyd and F2A.’ Sanborn. ,.. 


Lieut. acd Tish Feponted that ‘the expedition encountered unusually- good weather |, 
while at Galveston. The behing bi Maerua were carried out with complete ‘ 
success. 


E. Partridg se of Kelly Field to Miss Catherine Holder, of Dallas, Texas.. The 


wedding igsto“tgike"slace at the home of Miss Holder's parents ‘in Dallas. Hise. bs 


Holder has for the past year been teaching in San Antonio and is well known: to: 


many of the officers yon) — of Kelly ‘Field: Lieut. Earle E. Partridge. Wasi. 


the guest of honor at a'stag party given the evening of ean’ de edsth at the 
home of Lieut. Luther: Sith of. Kelly visie.--*. 

43rd Sauidror: .: The Pursuit Section of the A.°. Advanced’ Plyine ‘School made 
a cross-courtry flight en masse to Weco, Texas, end return without mishap. on 
Friday afternoon, Jonuary 13th, desnite the suonosedly unlucky combination of a 
the date. The early morning: fozs are Slowing un the training in this section © 
somewhat at the present date, very little operations being carried on. “The 
Pursuit Class completed the bom bing | course on. the “ie end are ‘now on ete 
missions. + ey 

Reenlistment ‘in’ this orarnizet: .on fox the oust ten ‘days consisted of i 
following: Siaff:é se@beeant Orva: W. Scott, Sergeant.James M,. Caldwell, Privates 
Herbert Brown and Lee Miller, Miller is formerly of ie 90th Atteck Squadron, 
Fort Crockett,: Gdliveston, Texas. 

Brigadier-General Frank P. Lahm and Captain McDenicl left in ‘ies Curtiss 
O-1 on the 24th of January for an extended cross-country to March Field,Calif. 





lst Lieut. John Whively lcft on the a2 1d af. January by réil for Detroit to * 


sie a D.H nine lene back to | sii Me Field. 


posieetl Air Depot, Coronado, Galats,. January 19th. 





Six PT-1l airplanes in asih of iovertiaul were ferried to this Depot from 
March Field recently, dismantled and shipped vie rail tothe ‘Fairfield Air 
Depot, le ving the Depot January 14th. Eleven PT-1 overhauled plenes were 
delivered to March Field? during the past month. Two carloads of Wright-I en- 
gines in necd of overhau: left this Depot for San Antonio Air Devot, January 15. 

The Pert Erenange hos been renovated and a restaurant established there for 
the convenience of civilian emmloyees. The building formerly occupied by the 
restaurant is being renovated for use as Engineering Office. This will eneble 
the Chief Engineer to consolidate his activities ani efford a location more 
central with rezerd to engineering activities. 

Lieut. R.H. Clerk, with Lieut. B.R. Dallas and Lieut. Jack Greer with 
Lieut. E.M. Reobins meade a cross-country flight Jenuery 13th to Los An-eles, 
where Lieuts. Dellas and Rebbins took the train for Seis Lake City, Utah, to 
ferry to the Depot two DH Air Mail planes. These rlanes will be cverhauled 
and put in commission this sumzer on Forest Patrol work. 

Numerous chenges were mede within verious denartments, among which may be 
roted -- Lieut. 0.P. Gcthlin, Jr., relieved as Depot Sun ly Officer and anpoint- 
ed Shop Superintendent; Captain C.E. Giffin relieved as 0.1.C.,Civilian Guards, 
Range Officer, Fire Marshall, Post inact (Educetional and Technical), 
Information Officer, Athletic Officer and B.& R. Officer, and appcinted as 
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Depot Supply Officer, and Lieut. B.R. Dallas avvointed as 0.I1.C. Civildan 
Guaris, Range Orficer, Fire Marshail, Post Librarian, Information Officer, Ath-— 
letic Officer, and E.& R. Ofvicer in addition to his other duties. 


Pope Field, Fort Lvagg, N.C., January oth. 





Since the departure of the Langley Field zisitors, who were engaged in the 
bombing of the Pee Dee River bridge, Pope Field has again taken up its normal 
existence. 

Lieut. Jones is completing the last of his photographic missions which re- 
quire the use of the Maxwell Field photo ship. A new motor has been installed 
and tested, and Lieut. Turner will in the near future fly the ship back to 
Maxwell. Two of the Maxwell Field officers. are exnectcd here for training in 
Artillery observation. Lieut. Holden is arranging an intensive course of in- 
struction which will cormence on February lst. He wili be assisted by Lieut. 
Robinson and. by batteries from the 5th and 17th Field Artillery. 

Gencral Davis, the Corps Arca Commander, was present on the post on Janu- 
ary 9th. A reception in his honor was held at the Officers’ Club in the even- 
ing. On the following dey he inspected Pope Field. It was hoped and expected — 
that we should be called on to do some flying for him, but as he expressed no 
such desire we simply "stood the inspection". 

Lieut. Pratt andi Sst. Griffis went to Richmond on the afternoon of the 
9th and down to Langley on the 10th, where Lieut. Pratt took his 64. Lieut. 
Robinson and Sgt. Dean went to Bolling Field on the 13th and back by way of 
Langley on the 14th where Lieut. Roodinson took his annual physical. Lieuts. 
Jones and Scott went to Lan ;ley for the same purpose on the 16th. 

The Pope Field Volley Bali League, under the guidance of Lieut. Robinson, 
is making excellent progress. Four teams made good use of the new court, and 
it is any man's game until the last count is taken, so evenly matched are the 
teams. An all-star aggregation nas been picked from the four teams and met 
defeat and victory in games with representatives of the local YMCA as well as 
teams from the surrounding countryside. 

Pvt. Derrick returned on the 2lst from a nine day furlough spent at 
Belentine, S.C. He will report at the Air Corns Technicel School in time to 
take the course in Engine Mechanics which starts on March 5th. 

Pvt. Bailes was discherged December 22nd and reenlisted the following day. 
He is now at Chanute Field taking the course in Communicetions at the Air Corps 
Technical School. 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Teryas, Jenuery 25th. 





Onerations and Training: Operations since Jenuary lst consisted of prac- 
tice bombing and machine gunnery in preparation for firing the machine gunrers'! 
course at various aporoeaches on ground targets and tow targets. 

Ground training consisted of unit instruction, Field Service Regulations 
and Combat Organization for cfficers, together with unit instruction for enli st- 
ed men, including infantry drills and ground reviows. 

Week end cross-country training flights were made during the month by the 
pilots of the 3rd Attack Group, each pilot being assigned a definite mission, 
including attack time scales and avigation problems. 

New Addition to the Air Corps: On Christmas day, 1927, at Fort Sem Houstor. 
Texas, the personnel of the Air Corps received one of its latest increments of 
the five-yeer ortgram in the person of Edward Huffner Wood, Jr.,D5.C., Aik, 








‘future Chief of the Air Corps, son of Lieut. and Mrs. Edward H. Wood, Third 


Attack Group. Yeung Mr. Wood's arrival wes crected with friendly telegram: to 
his proud father and fond mother to the substance of "Greetings to the new 

Chief; feed him plenty of raw beef steak, golf balls and rye, with three spank- 
ings a day", signed by various sponsors in the Third Attack Grovp. On Janwary 
8th, in accordance with orders recently issued, "Kid" Wood was transferred from 


Fort Sam Houston to his permanent assignment with the Third Attack Group ab 


Fort Crockett. He traveled under the chaperonage of his mother in a "singse- 
seater" trimmed with pink. He was met at the Galveston terminul by the crri-~ 
cers and ladies of the Attack Group, who were present to lend their mora. sup- 
port to the welcoming daddy. As Ed Wood, Jr., was brought throve) the gates, 
the Atteck Group drum and bugle Corps sounded off informing him ‘You're in. the 
Army Now", and led a gala parade to the ceremonial car conveying bim to. Fort 


Crockett. : 
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Marriages: The holiday season resulted in three additions to the ranks 
of the ladies of the Post. Returning from holiday. leave, Lieuts. Otto C. Ceorge 
and Donald.¢. Benner brought with them charming brides to present to the Group, 
On January 18th Lieut. Alexander BE. Cabana surprised the Group by appearing with 
his bride from San Antonio. On the following day the three newly-wed couples 
were given their official welcome and initiation into the folds of the Attack 
Group by being handcuffed together and hoisted into the official bridal car, 
a muchly decorated two-wheeled trailer, towed by a Government Issue..Liberty 
truck. The ensuing parade included a d.um and bugle corps and the officers and 
ladies of the Group in private cars. 

Fires: On January lst a fire occurred at the quarters of Captain Charles 
E. Brenn, Post Surgeon and Flight Surgeon, which proved to be of serious propor- 
tions, threatening for a time a complete destruction of the querters as well-as 
Captain Brenn's furniture and houschold goods. Duc, however, to the prompt and 
efficient work of the post fire organization and companies of the Galveston Fire 
Department, the fire was extinguished with a small emount of damage. It. is. ex- 
pected that the quarters will be rchabilatated within a few weeks. 

Social Notes: During the holiday season Mrs. Katherine Lackland, mother of 
Major Frank D. Lackland, Commanding Officer, enterteined as her guest Miss Mary 
Larner of Washington, D.C., a childhood friend and schoolmate. On January 16th 








Miss Larner and Mrs. Lackland left for San Antonio for a short visit, after which 


Miss Larner proceeded to Santa Barbara, Calif., and Mrs. Lackland returned to 
her quarters at Fort Crockett. 

On January 18th the officers of the 3rd Attack Group entertained at the Air 
Corps Club with a smoker, which it is thought will be the first of a series to 
be given monthly. 

It is expected that Yis Mejesty's Ship "CAIRO" will visit Galveston at its 
first American port of cell fron February 13th to 20th, inclusive. Officers and 
enlisted personnel of the Third Attack Group have planned an extensive program 
of entertainment, including a stag dinner and a dance for the officers, and a 
dinner and dance for the enlisted men of the British Cruiser.. 


farshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas. 





During the pact month Marchall Fie}d has taken on the aspects of en indus- 
trious flying fie’c. Almost every ~~ Dou,z;.as O-2s may be seen scaring high 
above attempting to make successful a two-way radio comrunication with the puff- 
artillery so that the femous blucs may overcome the unpcpular reds. The radio 
code system for artillery adjustment which is stardard throughout the artillery 
and originated at Fort Sill differs somewhat with thet of the standerd Air Corps 
code system. It is now the preminent subject for cussing and discussing among 
the flying personnel of Marshail Field. 

Pat @'Connor is the only man who is teking the matter seriously, however. 
He Had studied the code two days already anc kmows by memory the Es and Is. He 
thinks that ARK at the erd of every message means Arkansas. No one has enlight- 
ened Pat as yet, but it is thought that he will learn when he makes his first 
adjustment. 

The ground training for commissioned personnel during the past month con- 
sisted of «4 series of lectures given by verious instructors at the Cavalry 
School, Fort Riley. Practical and interesting subjects on the organizatien and 
functions of Infantry and Artillery composed the najor part of our schooPipe. 

Four Reserve officers on active duty for a year at this field are preparing 
for the special examinations for Regular Army commissions to be given Feb. 28th. 
They are taking a courSe in Surveying under the instructions of lst Lieut. Homer 
Petit, C.E. Jack Munson, 2nd Lieut. A.C. Reserve, is consuming a vast amount o? 
knowledge in mathematics. At present he is working on one problem that would 
show up Trautwine after he gets it solved. Having given the length, breadth 
and thickness, including the hay mow of a barn and all varieties of angles in- 
étuded, how much hay would be in the barn on June 10 if it was put in X years 
ago ‘and why? | 

' Pwo Douglas O-2s and one DE photcgrephic ship were replaced by recondition- 
ed ships from Fairfield, Ohio. Lieut. Coppin and Lieut. Carson returned January 
19th with two 02-As and Lieut. Blackburn returned January 12th with a DH photo 
graphic ship. 

Lieut. C.E. O'Connor departed by rail for Mitchel Field Januery 20th. His 
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mission is to ferry a Douw'las O-2 to this station. at is sure unlucky for hav-— 
ing to go to New York. It soems aa though there a party there that Pat is 
varticularly fond or.. We are hoping that he brings her back so he won't be =9 
much ef a stranzer tc us. 

Reserve officers of the various branches from Gacry County attended a din- 
ner at the 16th Observation Squearon. After e svbstantial meal they attended 
a lecture in the acodenic building by Mejor H,H. Arnold on the organization and 
functions of the Air Corps. Parts of the lecture were illustrated by lantern 
slides. About thirty Reserve officers wére nresent. 

Captain L.S. Johnson of, the. Medical | Corps arrivel at this field Decerber 
2and and relieved Major P.R. Sheppard, who was acting temorarily as Flicht 
Surgeon. Ceptain. Jolnson. had. previousiy been with the 12th Observation Squad- 
ron, Fort Sam Houston, Texas 

Five O-as,. lea in formation by. Major ‘E. ‘H. Arnold, set out for 4 trinnguler 
eross-country flisht to St.doseph, Mo., and Ottawa, Kansas, on Dec. l2th. The 
tronsport accompanied the escapade. Its vosition in the fermation was fifteen 
minutes ahead of the 0-2s, so it managed to hold its plece nicely. The trip 
was made more interesting by the flight cormander desicsnatins points for rendez- 
vous. Lavrence, Konsas, and Burlingame, Kansas, were used for rendezvous points 


Headquarters, Philippine Dept., Manila, P.I., Jan. llth. 





Department Air Qrfice: Major Wm.B. Duty, Department Air Officer, and fam- 
ily, spent the h Sere 3 as the guests of Licut. and Mrs. E.B. Bovzien at Clark 
Field, Camp Stotsenbur 








Camp Nichols, ] Pizel, i ge 
Plight: "Bl, ud Ot servation Squadron: We are glad to welcome to-our small 
detachment Privates Jose 


ph Braun, Tilliam Davis and George King, who:arrived on 
the last transport. goes, 
Captain Donald Wilson took over the reigns of the Flight Commander's Office 
during the absence of Captain Dudley B. Heward. From whet ve learned of him 
while he was in temporary éommand of the Flight once before, we believe he will 
weke just as good a commanding officer as our old standby, Cantain Howard. 
. Flying activities during the past month wore curtailed due to the Christmas 
Holidays and ‘the preparation of planes and equipment for the coming Division Ma 


‘euvers ‘in January. The Flight accomplishetl a total flying time of 117 hours and 


ten minutes, consisting of 321 flights. 

ee eee B. Eoward spent the holidays at Baguio, Mountain Province, 
7.4. 

Sixth Photo Section: The Sth Photographic Section furnished the Philipwire 
Division, and Air Corps Units, a number. of copies of the cighty square mile mo- 
saic of Fort McKinley Reservation and vicinity for use in connection with the 
Division training progrem. These mosaics, bearing grid lines, were made to a 
scale of 1.- 1056C. They proved very useful when used with the Standard Engi- 
neer Corps mans of the same scale. 

"Every pilot a photographer", is the cry heerd in Flight "B". In the past 





month all officer personnel of Flight "B" received photographic training frem 


Lieut. Goddard and Sgt. Patterson. A standard observation airplane was assign- 
ed to this‘training. This airplane is equipped with an autometic K-3 camere. 
Pilots and observers alternate in operating the camera on spotting stereos and 
mosaic missions. Lieut. John Kase promises to develop into a real "Hypo Houd" 
He did remarkably well in everything but spotting. One m’ssion he spotted 
"Tom's Dixie Kitchen" for "Bilibid Prison". John says, "Not so bad, its only 
a matter of ten odorous blocks". 

‘Last week "OL" Sol" favored us: with his presence, and the Section was adle 
to finish the photographic: flying of the 600 square mile Bataan Peninsula map- 
ping project for the Philippine Department... 

4th Composite Group; Headquarters: Wien the U.S A.T. "THOMAS" pulled cut 
on Dec. 6th, our organization lost tio sergeants and two privates. Sergeant 
Joel /.. Simmons, who arrived on the November transport, is tne present First 
Sergeant of the ‘Organization. We-are sure he will make a good showing 4s he 
has the co-operation of all mombers of this organization. ‘The other new mem- 
bers are Privates Everett sadiichdai William F. Irwin, Harry G. Ende and Orville 
Bain. ; ; 

On Dec. 25th, this ectiailnetion enjoyed a geod Christmas dinner. The 
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orchestra played a number of fine vieces which were enjoved by all. The Mess 
Hall was decorated with valm branches and bits of Philivrine grcenery. And last 
but not least, the dinner was delicious. The Christmas Spirit was present even 
though we are in a tropical country and the snow, which most of us are accustom. 
ed to, was missing. : 

Sixty-sixth Service Squadron: Ceptain George L. Usher, Commanding Officer, 
was on a hunting trip in Northern Luzon, from December 5th to 10th. He revorted 
very good hunting, though none of the game was seen on his return. 

Lieut. Donald L. Bruner, Squadron “dfutent, spent the Christmas Holidays 
at Cemp John Hay, Mountain Province, P.I. 

Staff Sergeants Martin M. Nilan and Roy Wooten ax rrived on December transport, 
relieving Staff Sergeants Andrew F. Niygaard and Adam Bogdenski. 

The Squadron Christmas Dinner was colebrated under the trees. The Post Con- 
mander, Mejor Walter G. Kilner, and Mrs. Kilner, the Officers ond Non-commission 
ed officers and their femilies, were guests of the Squadron. The music for the 
dinner was furnished by a twenty-piece band. 

The arrivai of the transport "THOMAS" on November 30th, had 63 orivates for 
the Air Coros, which were attacned to this organization for rations, quarters 
and duty. They were quartered in tents during their veriod of quarantine, being 
released from quarantine on December 2Oth and dcperting for their new orzaniza- 
tions. Twenty of them were assigned to this organization. We wish them good 
luck during their two years forcign service in the tropics. 

Twenty-eighth Borbardment Squadron: During the carly pert of this month, 
four of the Martin Bombers, which usd been peers on the sick list, were agnin 
put in commission. 

A flight of four bombers with Mejor Pirie, Cantain Seaton and Licuts. De- 
Shields, Woodruff and Bond, .were.sent on.cross+country to‘San Jose! ,Mindoro,.. 
The trip there was uneventful, but on the return flight Lieut. DeShields had a 
forced lendin> on the beach near Batangas. Anyone having made this trip will 
appreciate the piloting of Lieut. DeShields, when the ship wes brought dow 
without mishat Staff "Ser. reant Johnson wes burned ebout the hands tryin; to 
put out the fire in the right motor. : He is to be particularly meneaned for 
having climbed on the wing ane removing his parechute, while in flight, to 
determine the trouble, and for later tryinz to extinguish the flemes with pyrene: 
The ship was brought back two cays later on ‘the Quartermaster barge, since it 
could not be flown off the beach at the point of landing. 

he principal tactical trainin= accomplished by thie Squadron during the 
past month was gunnery vractice. All pilots fired on ground targets from the 
rear cockpit of Martin Bombers 

The Squadron celebration on Christmas was a dinner to which all officers 
with their femilies were invited. 








Clark Field, Canp Stotsenburg, Parmanga, P.I. 








The Xmas holiday period from December e3rd t+ Jenurry ore was the occasion 
for many parties, golf contests end Xmas celebrations. 

The Squadron Xmas party was especially successful. On this occasion the 
Mess Hall was decorated with streamers and shrubbery, a large Christmas tree 
with ligh*s placed at one end of the Hall, and a fireplace constructed to in- 
clude all the details. Santa Claus entered vie the chimney, distributed pres- 
ents to all the children and disappeared up the chimney, leaving: behind a sur- 
prised, thrilled and haopy group of Youngsters .and grown ups. 

A very acceptable Xmas present for the Squadron errived in the form of 5 
PW-9-E airplenes which aré being assembled and will soon be in the air. 

Major Generel Lewis (retired) and Mrs. Lewis just completed a two months! 
trip to China and ere visiting et Clark Field with their daughter,Mrs, McMullen. 
They expect to return to the U.S. on the February transport. 

Clark Field will experience almost a complete turn over of commissioned 
personnel by. July. Orders were received assigning Lieut. J.G. Williems to Ft. 
Crockett, Lieut. K.B. Wolfe to March Field and Lieut.. Bobzien to Scott Field, 
Major Welton, Lieuts. McMullen, Heffley, Crawford and Schulgen are due to re- 
turn to the U.S. on the April or July transport. 

The annual maneuvers of the Philipovine Division will start January 13 end 
continue for about 10 days. The 3rd Pursuit Squadron is to participate and will 
act as hostile pursuit attacking the Blue observation plenes. The pilots an- 
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tisipate a pleasant and valuable workout. 

Squadron training during December consisted oi Squadron tactical work, 
machine gunnery, boribing, and attacks on two seater by formation of three vour- 
suit planes.; Pilots are looxing forward to the record gunnery firing and the 
Squadron hopes to turn out this vear 100% exerts. 


Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I. 





Week. end guests and holiday gojourners from other parts included Major W.G, 
Kilner, Cantain and hirs. L.P. Hickey and Lieut. Goodrich of Camp Nichols, and. 
Lieut. and Mrs..Bobzien of Clark Field. F tae 

Needless to sey, the Christmas-New Year holiday period was fully taken ad- 
vantage of by, the entire command and the even present Christmas spirit ascended 
to such a dizzy hoight that it was with a tinge of regret that we saw January 
3rd roll around, which marked the end of the season. The delightful combination 
of parties, feasts, Santa Clams! annual advent on the scene, motor boat excur- 
sions, trips to Baguio, etc., comprised the main ingredients of this holidey 
cocktail of good cheer. 

fhe close of the 11th Annual Red Cross Drive December 5th found the person- 
nel of Kindley Ficld all voresent and accounted for, as usuel, in the round and 
substantial figure of one hundred pescs. 

The last triv of the Transport THOMaS brought to our ranks four husky Staff 
Sergeants, all tired out from years of hard toil in the States and imbued with 
the idea that a two vear tour in these parts will provide a sorely needed rest. 
The four stripers referred to are -- Joseph A. Durpey and Jasper E. Lindsey, 
hailing from Kelly Field; Veuwzh C. McCullough, a somewhat rotund native son fror 
March Field, and John §&. Gray, escribiente charipion, ex-marine and late of Lang- 
ley Field. The first named, accompanied by his boss end better half, Mrs.Durpey 
is installed in quarters 604-A, while the remaining three are enjoying single 
blessedness and holding down bunk space in the barracks. As for the "rest" they 
exvect, well, tire wiil tell. 

Another welcome addition to our enlisted personnel is lst Sst. David H. Ve 
Houten, who joined us Dec. 9th by transfor from the 28th Bombardment ueeityois 
Camp Nichols. We and Mrs. Yan Houten are settled in quarters No. 604-F and have 
alrcady announced to the world that nothing short ofa ton of TNT could jar ther 
loose from tne Rock for the next couple of years. 

Philipoine Air Depot: Iieut. J.D. Corkille and his family just returned 
from a very pleasant visit at Baguio 

The officers and ladies of the Philinnine Air Depot were delightfully en- 
tertained by the Commanding Officer, Capt. John G. Whitesides, and Mrs. White- 
sides on New Year's dsy. 

Orders were received for Lieut. A.W. Martenstcin, the Station Supply O?- 
ficer, to return to the States for duty at Wrisht Field. 

The Air Corps in the Philizpine Department is delighted with the receipt 
of the Douglas Trenspoi't airplane which was so successfully flown by Major R2alp!. 
Royce from Mitchel Field to Sen Diego. It was recéived in this Department ‘froni 
San Diego in excellent condition. 





Langley Field, Heamoton,Va., January 3lst. 





The blizzerds which ‘covered the cast hit the Air Corps Tectics1 School at 
the wrong time, as virtually every plane owned by them was ordered over the wee: 
end on a combined maneuver to Bolling Field. As a result of the storm all or- 
ficers engaged came back to Langley Field by the night boat Sunday. This lert 
the planes at Bolling Field, and at this writing five are still tnere waiting 
for favorable weather to permit them to be flown back. 

Lieuts. A.I. Ennis, Max Belfour and Orville L. Stephens, the former on dut: 
in the Office Chicf of Air Corps, arrived here, January 30th from lhiitchel Field 
en route to New Orleans, flying 0-1 planes. They were a delegation sent t: ro- 
ceive the French aviators. Costes and Lebrix who are making the’ Around the stlar- 
tic flight in their plane -- the "NUNGESSSR AND COLI". Attempting to cont:nue 
on the 3lst, the three Air Corps pilots took off and were in tne air for adout 
half an hour when they returned. They found it imoossible to proccéed any fur- 
ther due to clouds and a quarter of an inch of icé coating on their planes. 

Major-General Benjamin D. Fouloié arrived here a few days ago and was met 
by Col. Culver. The General made a snort tour of the post. Z 
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19th Airship Commoany: An order wes recently received from the Office Chier - 
of Air Corps for one observation balloon with necessary equipment to be used for . 





observation work with the Field Artillery at Fort Brage, N.C., during the month 
of Avril. A detail will be assigned from this commeny to operate the balloon, 
and one officer to command the detail will be sent to Fort Brags at that time. 

. This organizetion won the second series basketball championship on the 80th 
by defeating the A.C.T.S. by the score of 51 to 38. 

Second Bombardment. Group: The 49th Bombardment Squadron is now with us 
and has been oye idee ec on it new post. No news letter was received 
from them as ‘due to-the many details necessary in making a. change a loca- 
tion, but we nt thom. to be well represented in the news from now on.: How- 
ever, this is just’ @ note to welcome them to tre 2nd Bombardment Group. 

96th Bombardment Squadron: During the past weck this organization had a 
total of 56 hours and @ minutes flying time, consisting of 122 flirhts. Flishts 
particinated in were cross-country, formations, aerial navigation and-nisht 
flying. 
This organization lost three officers during the week by transfer -- Lieuts, 
Komdat, Holterman and Briney. They were trensferred te the 49th Bombardment 
Squadron which receatly arrived ‘cre from Aberdeen, Md. 

Our Squadron Commander, Can”. Checles E. Rust, was celled to his home in 
Ohio Jenuary 17th due to the sud. en iliness sf his father. 

Private "Jiggs"Byrnes, chem,.ion lightweicht of the organization, returned 
from furlough after visiting relatives and friends in Maryland for a period of 
30 days. "Jiggs" would have stayed longer, but he said that he was getting hun- 
ery; that the fishing in Maryle “nd wes on the bum at present and that he did not 
like fish any too" well. 

Master.Sst. R-Y. Kerr returned to duty vith the organization after being 
on furlough. He § was recently on duty in Hawaii and was transferred to this or- 
ganization to repicce Master Sct. Ste1it, who was sent to the Islands. 

o9th Ssrvice Ramedecns Gieut. VYalsh of the 2Oth Squadron is scheduled to 
pilot the C-1 Trensvort, which-is assignei to the 59th Squadron, to Chanute “ 
Field, I1l., to transport stulcnts to the Air Corps Technical School. He will 
have a full loed of graduates accompanying him on the return trip to Lengley. 
The Squadron wishes him the best of luck ard a speedy return. 

20th Bombardment. Sc. adron: During th: week ending January 2lst the Squad- 
ron flew a.total of 26 hcurs Ard 20 minute. in 34 missiins of various types, 
running from routire engineerir.g tes.s to a special search mission ordered by 
the Chief-or Air Corps. The Squadron was ccnsiderably handicapped this weex 
owing to the lack cf planes. Two days were consured by the Engineering Depart- 
ment -in clearing all planes of water, which.somehow was liberally mixed with 
the gasoline. This condition, of course, is not conducive to good formation 
flying. Tay 

The secrch mission, in which two of our planes participated, was due to 
the disappearance of Ted Mosely and a mechanic in a Stinson Detroiter while on 
a night flight from Daytonia, Fla. to New York. ‘Ccarch vas made from Cape 
Henry to Cape Hatteras, where he was last heard, wut no trace was found of the 
missing plane. : 

Lieut. Walker end Capt. Duncan made a cross-country navigation flight to 
Bolling -F’ 1d and return on the 17th and 18th. 

As the Squadron Besketbal:i. Leegue hes just ended with the 20th victorious, 
the. members of the team are now bidding for the positions on the post team. 
This makes the sec nd consecutive year the 20th won the post championship. 
Saturday the post team played its first geme, end five of our players participat 
“ed.. From this it is evident tnat we will be well represented on the post team. 

The Squadron is glad to welcome Staff Set. Trost to our midst from a tour 
in the Philippines. 

Technical Sgt. Alvin B. Jewell is leaving for a tour of service in Panama. 
When the 20th came from Kelly Field to Langley in 1922, Set. Jewell was with 
it as First Sergeant. He was more interested in mechenical work than paper work, 
however, and.scon transferred to the hengar as crew chief. For the past year 
he has been our essistent hangar chief and insvector. Last November Seat. Jewell 
became a member of the Caterpillar Club when he made a forced jump over the 
City of Norfolk. He landed in the water end was nearly drowned before being 
rescued. The Squadron wishes Sct. Jewell and his-family all success in their 
new home. 
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During the week ending January 28th, the 20th Squadron ran up a total of 
52 hours and 25 minutes on 62 missions, most of which were in accordance with 
the Group Training Schedule. The missions of particuler interest were the load 
tests made on LB-5 No. 9, the last delivered to us, ordered by the Bombardment 
Board. This consisted of taking off and lending with bombs loaded up to 1800 
pounds, using two different types of clevetors. The tests were completed show- 
ing the smaller superior to the larger. 

On the 25th Licut. Vickery was ordered on a navigetion mission to Baltimore 
and return, with Lieut. Prurm as passenger. 

Two officers were transferred to the Squadron this week, Capt. Francisco, 
Air Reserve, from the 96th Squadron, and Lieut. Fair, Air Corps, from the 49th 
Squadron. The former was made Operations Officer and the latter Assistant 
Adjutant. 

The members of the Squadron wish Sgt. Snade the best of luck in his new worl. 
He was transferred to Chanute Field to take the crew chief's course at the Air 
Corps Technical School. 

Master Sgt. Brantley reported for duty this weck from service in Panama. 


Wright Field, Davton, Ohio, February llth. 





Brigadier-Ceneral William E. Gillmore is much in demand as a lecturer be- 
fore various civic and national organizations of Dayton and the surrounding ter- 
ritory. On February Sth he delivered an address before the Miami Valley Traffic 
Club, his subjcedt being "Transportation". On February 13th he spoke at the Re- 
serve Officers! Club in Erie, Pa., on "The Development of the Airplane", and 
repeated this lecture the following day before the Cleveland Club,Cleveland, Ohio. 

Count Felix von Luckner, the noted "sea devil" of the Great War, whose ex- 
periences Lowell Thomas has given us in book form, was a visitor of the Materiel 
Division on February Stn. He showed a lively interest in the laboratories and 
the airplane equipment under development there, 

Colonel Carter, of the U.S.Military Acedemy, West Point,N.Y.,visited Wright 
Field during the week ending February 4th to hold a conference with engineers in 
regard to the revision of text books for the aerodynamics course at West Point. 

Lieut. Albert F. Hegenberger left Wright Field,January 6th for Boston, where 
he was a speaker at the annual banquct of the Massachusetts Institute of Techno]- 
ogy Alumni Association. Lieut. Hegenberger attended M.I.T. in 1918. The fligh* 
to Boston was made in the Fokxer C-2(Flying Laboratory) ,Captain Edwards,Lieut. 
Wolfe and Messrs. Jones and Eaton forming part of the company. Tests were made 
en route on two new flight indicators with rate-of-climb element, Type B-5 com- 
pass, an adjustable scat for the sextant and sun compass, and radio equipment. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, January 28th. 





Lieut. Ames S. Albro, the most recent addition to the personnel of this 
Devot, reported here for duty January 6th and was assigned as Assistant Engi- 
neer Officer. He was previously on duty in the Philippine Department, and on 
his transfer took advantage of a month's leave of absence for travel in China 
and Japan, reporting an intensely interesting vacation in those parts. 

Lieut. R.V. Ignico, Depot Suoply Officer, came back to duty January 26th 
from a siege of illness since December 30th at the Station Hospital, Fort Sam 
Houston, where he underwant an operation for appendicitis. 

Captain Thomas Boland and lst Lieuts. Harvey W. Prosser and Harry F. 
Colliver, of March Field, were visitors at this Depot the latter part of Jan- 
uary to secure and ferry back to Merch Field a DH-4M-1 and two DH-4M-1Ts. 

The following airplanes and engines were overhauled and repaired at this 
Depot during the month of December -- Airplanes: 22 PT-1, 1 Pl-A, 1 AT-4, 

& DH-4M-1, 2 DH-4M-1T, 2 DH-4M-2, 2 DH-4M-2A, 2 DH-4M-2T, 1 DH-4M-2P, 2 0-2, 
1 0-2-C, 2 C-1-C, 1 NBS-1, 1 CO-4, total 48; Engines: 37 Liberty, 44 Wright-Z, 
1 Curtiss D-12, total 82. 

The production of engines in the Engineering Department of the Depot was 
increased on our recent schedules to approximately three Liberties and two 
Wrights per working day. . 
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Luke Field, T.H., Jenuary 18th. 





The 5th Composite Group accepis with pleasure the kind invitation of: the 
18th Pursuit Group of Gentlemen Pilots for a volley ball game, dice rolling con- 
test or what have you. The choice of time and date is given to the 18th 
Pursuit Group. 

Ten men and a boy recently put to sea in the tug No. 91 for ’a shark hunt. 
Captain H.G. Paulin, our Quartermaster, provided 4 mules as bait. Before the 
stout craft had cleared the entrance of Pearl Harbor several of the manly hunt- 
ers began to feel the effects of that dreadful siclmess of the sea. However, 
the hunt proceeded and numerous sharks wére sighted but all escaped except one 
which was caught shortly before the return trip was started. The end of shark 
hunts at this field can now be seen, for only four mules remain in Capt. Paulin's 
herd. , 

Capt. Fenry Pascale and Lieut. Carlisle Ferris departed on the "Cambrai" on 
Dec. 22nd for a short stay on the Coast, 

The Post -Basketball Team was orgsenized and is now practicing daily on the 
enlisted men's ercies se Licut. Frank Paul is the coach. 

The 2érd Bomber nt Squadron is now on its record bombing, and high scores 
are being madc. 

The 18th Pursuit Group seems to have great respect for Martin Bombers since 
"Fergy" epriccamneen chesed three of them home the other day after they had jumped 
him while he wes testing one of the 23rd Bombardment's old war horses. 

The Post Exchange Restaurant is now taking shape and the maitre d'lunch- 
counter R.R. Brow is expected to go into action soon. ;, 

_Lieut. J.L. Devidson is ettempting a mall bit of landscape gardening on 
the flying field. He is fillirg in the holes now but hes not planted any 
flowers, vegetebles, or vnat not, as .vet. 

The Luke Field Officers' Glub met last week and Lieut. Carl Cover was 
elected Secretary and Treasurer. "Vanity" Magee started his "bosses" working - 
early in the week, but the well oiled political mechine behind Carl would not 
be denied. There is some talk of a recount, but Doug Givens will argue any time 
that the count was fair. 

Lieut. J.J. ©'Connell is recupereting from the Xmas holidays at Kilauea 
Military Rest Camo. He reports a tag of ten goats to dnte. You can't seperare 
Jack from his venaty: "shootin! iron". 

Lieut. Russeil Williamson aspires to t. a butterfly catcher. He tows tar- 
get sleeves, then catches then with nis wing when they fell off. 

It was soon discovered that Scotty MacDonald was on the Post when ae new 
series of gags wes heard making the rounds. 

Lotha Smith 2 Co., Radic Experts, heve incorporated. Fritz Borum says 
watch out before age get in too deep just to hear the coast. ‘ 

Luke Ficld wes representei in the loci paper's Popular Bachelor contest 
by Lieuts. G.H. Brown, G.V- Mcvike, G.L. Tefft end Major P.B. VanNostrand. 
George Brown has no photograph to offer, Cue to tne exigencies of the service 
in the llth Photo Section, and his entry was rejected. Fhotogranhs of the other 
three were offered, received and vrinted. Lieut. Magee was heard to mutter, 
"Youth, Old Age and Ambition". Nuff Sed before this is censored. And another 
thing, as Joe Morris would say, how did our Man-adout-Town, Lieut. Lena Rivers 
allow thi. great opportwiity to slip by, esyecielly with the services of the 
llth Photo Section at his disposal? 


Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif., Febuary 8th. 





Brigadier-General Ralpn H. Van Deman, in command of the 6th Infantry Brise 
gade, with headquarters at Fort Rosecrans, naid an official call to this statio 
on January 25th. The General.also made an inspection of the vost activities. 

The military commands of Rockweli Field, Fort Rosecrans and Camp L.J. 

Hern made arrangements to hold a- reception on the evening of February 16th for 
General Van .Deman and staff at the Officers' Club, Rockwell Field. 

Brigadier-General Frank P. Lahm arrived by — oe Merch Field January 
e8th for a short visit, returnihg to March Field the seme afternoon. 

‘Major J.E. Fickel, A.C., Executive Officer of 4 1e Paeeries Division, visit- 
ed the post, January 27th and 28th, and also made an insnection of the field 
and shops. 
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